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KCC72&D

Corporation-Japan

[Kobe College
Exchange (KCC-JEE) is a non-profit organization
established in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. Since
the establishment, KCC-JEE has been in
partnership with Kobe College to create cross-

Education

cultural educational experiences for students and
teachers in Japan and in the US.]

Dr. Mori’s Visit to Rockford College

Dr. Robert L. Head
President, Rockford College
KCC-JEE Board of Directors

Rockford College, soon to be Rockford University,
has many relationships with colleges and
universities around the world. However, none are
more significant or long-standing than the very
special relationship with Kobe College.

Dr. Koichi Mori, Chancellor of Kobe College
visited Rockford College on September 12, 2012.
Kobe College was founded in 1875 by two Rockford
women, including Rockford Female Seminary
graduate Julia Dudley. Kobe College was the first
Christian educational institution for women in
Western Japan. According to Dr. Mori, “Kobe
College maintains a free and open educational
environment that respects each student’s autonomy
and self-government. We seek to educate students
who can freely express their own thoughts and
ideas, in English as well as in Japanese. In other
words, we strive to realize a true liberal arts
education that will equip women with cultural
accomplishments  befitting our contemporary
society.”

I first met Dr. Mori in 2010. I enjoyed his visit and
the opportunity to make him more aware of our
campus and students. It was also a time for many to
become better acquainted with Dr. Mori and Kobe
College. As a scholar in the field of American
Religious History, his perspectives and publications
are extraordinarily interesting. Dr. Mori received
his doctorate in theology from the Pacific School of
Religion, Graduate Theological Union (Berkeley,

California). He has published numerous

No.167 2013.3.12

distinguished works including The History of
Religion in America and the Content of George W.
Bush’s Head: the World-view of American Super-
conservatives.

Rockford College and Kobe College have
maintained an active student exchange program
dating back to 1922. This year we are pleased to
have Ms Tanaka as a member of our student body.
Ms Tanaka is a junior at Kobe majoring in
International Relations, which is a part of Kobe's
English Department. Kobe students have a choice
between studying in the United States at either
Rockford College or the University of Wyoming. For
Ms Tanaka, the small size of the Rockford campus
was the difference. It reminds her of Kobe. Ms
Tanaka's goals for this year are to improve her
English language skills and experience the
American education system.

Ms Tanaka'’s biggest surprise so far has been the
way students interact with the professors in class.
When the professor asks a question, students really
engage. Asked what she misses most about being
away from home, Ms Tanaka quickly responded
that it is Japanese food, especially her mom’s
cooking. Ms Tanaka also misses her dog, Cookie.
While she communicates with her family via Skype
often, Cookie has yet to master the technology.

During an event held in his honor and attended by
Rockford College faculty, staff and students, Dr.
Mori expressed his gratitude for the relationship
between Rockford and Kobe, and especially his
delight in receiving from our students a banner
expressing concern following the 2011 earthquake in
Japan. Dr. Mori shared the following remarks, which
have been condensed for this report:

“Dear President Head and the Rockford
College Community: It is a great pleasure for
me and my wife, Yukiko, to visit Rockford
College. We are extremely grateful to you for
your warm thoughts in planning this event.
Frankly speaking, I was surprised and honored
when I first heard this many Rockford College
representatives would gather for us. I am also
honored to learn Rockford's Mayor Morrissey
has proclaimed this day Dr. Koichi Mori Day in
Rockford!
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Rockford College celebrated its 165™
anniversary this year. Kobe College was
established in 1875 by two women missionaries
from (Rockford) the United States. The two
colleges have enjoyed a long history of goodwill.
I am very proud to hear Ms. Keiko Harada, who
is a graduate from Rockford College and now a
member of the Kobe College Board of Trustees,
was selected as the RC Alumna of the Year.

We experienced the massive earthquake and
tsunami in northern Japan on March 11, 2011
and the Fukushima nuclear power plant
disaster followed immediately after the quake.
The students of Rockford College sent us a
special banner on which they wrote lots of
heart-warming words to encourage the
students of Kobe College. We will never forget
your deep sympathy to the Japanese people. We
really appreciate that banner and your
encouragement.

Rockford College and Kobe College have a
partnership agreement to exchange students.
Last November, I had the opportunity to meet
Dr. Head in Kyoto and discuss our relationship.
President Head proposed a new idea of allowing
Kobe students to participate in Rockford’s
English as a Second Language Program. I
would like to commit to our future together
with Rockford College. Thank you.”

While Dr. Mori has been Chancellor of Kobe
College since 2010, this was his first visit to Rockford
College. We were delighted to host Dr. and Mrs.
Mori and look forward to a continued and valued
relationship with Kobe College.

The above was initially shared with the Rockford
College community following Dr. Mori's visit.
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<FhOHAFT>
Spread Your Wings through Fieldwork

Yolanda Alfaro TSUDA

Hello! Please call me “Yolanda.” My research
themes and classes focus on gender, migration,
human security and border issues. The reason why I
am interested in these issues is because I was born
in the Philippines, and have studied, lived and
worked in different countries. Thus, I have seen the
many problems that people (especially women and
children) face because they move from one place to
another.

I believe that the best way to have real knowledge
is to get out of the classroom. Therefore, I take
students to fieldwork and travel with them to
different regions in Japan and abroad. Most of the
students who take my classes would have travelled
individually to about five to ten countries before
graduation. The picture you see here shows the
members of my 2012 “Zemi Class.” Individually or
as a group, we have travelled to a combined number
of more than 100 countries! So come travel with me
to understand ourselves and our societies, and be

comfortable in thinking, speaking, writing, and

reading about global issues in English.

(AR B
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