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KCC72&D

[Kobe College Corporation-Japan Education
Exchange (KCC-JEE) is a non-profit organization
established in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, US.A. Since
the establishment, KCC-JEE has been in
partnership with Kobe College to create cross-
cultural educational experiences for students and
teachers in Japan and in the U.S.]

Long-time KCC-JEE Leader Reflects
on Visit to Kobe College

Prof. David J. Therkelsen
KCC-JEE ex President

Last November I had the honor to spend a week
at Kobe Jogakuin. I'd been involved with
KCC-Japan Education Exchange for many years.
This was my third visit to Kobe Jogakuin.

I was invited by Chancellor Mori and Prof.
Furusho to serve as a visiting lecturer, to the
Faculty of Literature. I presented a communication
model (called Message to Desired Action) that I
published in an English-language scholarly journal
several years ago. I was pleased to present this to
the Faculty of Literature in hopes that this model
would be interesting and useful to faculty members
at Kobe Jogakuin as well.

While this lecture was the official purpose for my
visit, it was just part of a week of activities on Kobe
Jogakuin's beautiful campus. I spoke on three other
occasions: Chapel talk, at Assembly, and in a class in
the Department of Intercultural Studies taught by
the energetic young Prof. Kayoko Kageyama.

I also had numerous meetings, including with Dr.
Ii, President of Kobe Jogakuin; the KCHS English
faculty, Prof. Ozawa and the Gottschalk teachers,
and Mrs. Hashimoto, the head of Megumikai. There
were other opportunities to participate in campus
life as well. I visited the flower arrangement club,
and even made an arrangement muyself, and
observed a very high-energy ballet class.

There were some graciously hosted social events,
where I got to visit with other old friends from my
involvement with KCC-JEE, including Keiko
Harada, Eiko Ito, Kurose-Takenaka-san, to name just
a few. Another highlight was an evening of dinner
and classical music at the home of long-time friends
Dr. and Mrs. Adachi.

At one reception I was honored to receive a conch
shell origami, and two books on origami, from Prof.
Tateishi. The books are in my home for now, but I

will donate them eventually to a Japanese cultural
library in Minnesota, where I live.

As full as my schedule was on campus, I got away
a couple of times, too. I visited Bunraku in Osaka and
got a backstage tour. I went to Kobe, where I saw
the site of the original Kobe Jogakuin and visited
Eliza Talcott’'s grave. I also visited the earthquake
museum in Kobe.

Many people at Kobe Jogakuin helped make my
visit joyful and memorable. I should especially
mention Mr. Kadoya and Ms. Hirayama in the School
of Letters Office. And Atsuko Ide and Haruhi
Murata took incredible care to make sure every
detail of my visit was perfect. My deepest thanks to
these individuals and so many more.

My time in Okadayama was a whirlwind. But
since my return I've had several months to reflect
further, on Kobe Jogakuin, on KCC-Japan
Educational Exchange, and about their remarkable
93-year history. When I spoke to Assembly last
November, I included this passage, which I'll close
on:

As a leader of KCC-JEE, Ive known Kobe
Jogakuin interns, KCC-JEE graduate fellows,
students, chancellors, faculty, all kinds of people who
know that international exchange really matters. It
transforms lives.

And not just individual lives. FEvery Kobe
Jogakuin student who, at an impressionable age,
receives a warm welcome in the United States will
herself be a lifelong ambassador for the importance of
understanding across boundaries. Every Graduate
Fellow who completes a doctorate degree will, over
his or her career, influence hundreds or more likely
thousands of students in classrooms. Every
Gottschalk Teacher will change the lives of her
students, and in turn be changed by her three years at
Kobe Jogakuin.
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