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<HFFHRE>
One Year in the United Kingdom
David McCULLOUGH

For the first time in many years I was able to
spend an entire year in Northern Ireland, close to
my home town, conducting research on local history
and media production. Having lived in Japan for so
long I had forgotten how nice the summers can be in
the UK, and how dark and dreary the winters are. I
missed Japanese baths and Japanese food. But I was
able to enjoy the beautiful old buildings, the rich
popular culture and the green landscapes that I have
missed.

My research was mainly on the period of Irish
history between 1968 and 1998 that is known as The
Troubles. I was able to conduct interviews with a
wide range of people to and do lots of reading of both
secondary and primary source materials. I am very
grateful to Kobe College for the opportunity to focus
entirely on research for one year.

My family accompanied me to the UK and my two
children, who were nine years old, attended a local
school. They have been raised as Japanese speakers
so it was Interesting for me to see how they would
cope with total immersion in the English language as
they attended school and watched British television.
They really enjoyed the time and learned lots of
English. I hope that as many as possible of our
students will also have the opportunity to study
overseas.
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Welcome to Kobe College
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