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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established
in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non-profit
organization by a group of Christian philanthropists.
Its original purpose was to provide financial support
for the relocation of the Kobe College campus from
Kobe to Nishinomiya. Ever since, KCC has been a
strong supporter of the school, both materially and
spiritually, creating opportunities for cross-cultural
educational experiences for students and teachers.
In 2004, the organization added “Japan Education
Exchange” to its original name as its activities
expanded beyond support for the school. Kobe
College has benefited greatly from the generous
support of KCC-JEE for many years.]

Stronger ties between the U.S. and Japan

Vice President of KCC-JEE
Jeanne Sokolowski

This past June, I was
fortunate enough to receive
an International Program
Adminstrators’ grant to
Japan. Over two weeks, a
group of 12 university
administrators from across
the United States met with
the staff of the Japan

Fulbright office; the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT); visited
eight different universities; and attended a
presentation on the job market in Japan by the firm
Recruit.

I learned more about higher education in Japan
and gained insight into how to encourage American
students to consider Japan as a study, internship, or
research destination. At the same time, we learned
about the efforts of various universities and the
Japanese government to encourage Japanese
students to study abroad and to draw more
foreigners to Japan.

The Fulbright IEA program gave us an overview
of the governmental and institutional structures and
initiatives in place to facilitate cross-cultural
exchange, while also helping us understand some of
the cultural and logistical obstacles that have
hindered students in each country from studying
overseas.

I was able to complement the more meta-level
perspective of the Fulbright IEA program with
visits to Kobe College and time with friends and
former students. Since teaching at Kobe Jogakuin
from 1997-2000, I have stayed in contact with a
number of graduates. These young women are now
in the workforce, advancing rapidly toward their
professional ambitions and goals.

During conversations with these former students,
I was struck by their accomplishments. Kobe
Jogakuin alumna are achieving real success in the
workplace and becoming leaders in their fields, as
researchers in the top universities, as lawyers in
major law firms, as employees in top pharmaceutical
companies, and as professionals in the Big Four
accounting firms. A Kobe Jogakuin education set
them up for their careers of choice.

Moreover, the English education these students
received has stayed with them and is a skill that
they have leveraged to their great benefit. I was so
impressed by the ability of my former students to
communicate with me in English, even if they aren’t
using that language regularly in their work or daily
lives. But I was also struck by how many of them
had capitalized on their fluency to advance their
careers. One graduate travels often for her company
because of her language skills; another has just
received a highly competitive post-doctoral
fellowship to do research at Harvard University. For
them, English is truly a practical skill and was never
just an academic subject.

My experiences with the Fulbright program and
in reconnecting with students gave me renewed
inspiration for the work done by KCC-JEE. Our
internship program helps Kobe College students
practicing using English in the workplace, in
preparation for future work opportunities. Our
Gottschalk teacher program continues to send
strong teachers to Kobe Jogakuin to educate the
next generation of students. And programs like the
High School Essay Contest and Graduate Fellowship
provide the chance for American students to
advance their Japanese language skills and deepen
their knowledge and understanding of Japanese
culture so that they can operate successfully in both
countries.

This summer, I felt so grateful to be a part of an
organization that contributes to stronger ties
between the U.S. and Japan and prepares our youth
for the 21st century.

No.181 2017.12.12
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<BZ4BaCBNh>
My Home in Japan

TH YTy a o RFESHR

When I received the news that I will be one of the
first students to be sent to Japan for the Exchange
Program, I had mixed emotions. First, I was very
excited. It is a new country, culture and most
importantly new friends to make. At the same time,
I was also very nervous. To be one of the first
representatives of my college was enough pressure
for me, let alone representing my country. When I
arrived in Kobe College, the pressure and the
nervousness all disappeared. Kamiru-chan and I
were welcomed with so much hospitality that we
almost instantly felt like it was home. We made a lot
of Japanese friends right away and we immediately
learned how to truly live like a Japanese person.
This experience has taught us so much from
learning and living an entirely new culture to
exploring the rich cultural heritage that Japan has to
offer. I must say that we enjoyed wearing the
Yukata, relaxing in the Onsen, singing Karaoke with
our friends, eating Karaage and many more. Now
that we are back in our home country, The
Philippines, we are looking forward to returning to
Japan and Kobe College to meet the friends that we
have made and so that we can further broaden our
knowledge about the culture that we have learned

to love.

It’'s All About the Memories

T T a v REFAHR A

I'm ever grateful to be a part of this exchange
student program. Generally, Japan really changed
my life. Kobe College became my second home that I
would always want to visit. We all know that being
thousands of miles away from home was not always
easy, but Kobe College never let us feel that we
were alone. The hard times helped us grow up and
move away from our comfort zone to gain maturity
and independence.

We met a lot of amazing friends that we know we
would treasure for a long time. They gave us
valuable experiences that taught us how to embrace
diversity and become more aware on how to adapt
to different environments. They allowed us to get to
know and appreciate every single aspect of Japan
life and its great culture.

Also, the students and teachers helped us to
overcome all the circumstances that we have
encountered and took consideration whenever we
did not understand something. Overall, this
exchange student program made me realize that I
can do so much more than I ever thought was
possible. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Kobe College for giving me the best time of

my life and I can't wait to see you all again.
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