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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established
in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non-profit

organization by a group of Christian philanthropists.
Its original purpose was to provide financial support
for the relocation of the Kobe College campus from
Kobe to Nishinomiya. Ever since, KCC has been a
strong supporter of the school, both materially and
spiritually, creating opportunities for cross—cultural
educational experiences for students and teachers.
In 2004, the organization added “Japan Education
Exchange” to its original name as its activities
expanded beyond support for the school. Kobe
College has benefited greatly from the generous
support of KCC-JEE for many years.]

Remembrance of Rob Mason
Member of the KCC-JEE Board of Directors

President of KCC-JEE
Roberta Wollons

On November 15, KCC-JEE lost one of its long
time board members, Rob Mason, after a brief
illness. Rob joined KCC-JEE in the fall of 2005 and
over the years served as chair of the Bryant Drake
Guest Professorship and as co-president with Dave
Therkelsen in 2012.

During the 2004-05 academic year, Rob was the
Bryant Drake Guest Professorship in the
Department of Biosphere Sciences at Kobe College,
after which he was invited to serve on the Board of
KCC-JEE. While on the Board, Rob chaired the

Bryant Drake professorship committee, among his
other contributions. Rob received his BA degree in
Geography and Environmental Studies at the
University of Buffalo in 1977, his MA in Geography
and Environmental Studies from the University of
Toronto in 1979, and received his PhD in Geography
from Rutgers University in 1986.

He joined Temple’s Department of Geography and
Urban Studies in 1986 and taught at Temple
University Japan in Tokyo from 1993-1997. After
returning to Temple’s main campus in Philadelphia,
he became director of the new program in
Environmental Studies. Most recently, Rob taught at
Temple Rome in 2016. His latest book is
Collaborative Land Use Management: The Quieter
Revolution in Place-Based Planning (2008). Other
books include Contested Lands: Conflict and
Compromise in New Jersey’s Pine Barrens (1992)
and the Atlas of United States Environmental Issues
(1990).

He also wrote about metropolitan growth
management, greenline parks, conservation land
trusts, and national park management. He was
interested in the evolving role of Japan's citizen
environmental organizations at the national level,
metropolitan land use and sprawl issues in China,
and management of Japan's Shirakami Sanchi World
Heritage Area.

Rob was a leader in his field and was serving a
three-year term as Regional Councilor of the
American Association of Geographers and had
previously served as President of the Middle States
Division of the AAG.

On May 6, there was a gathering of his friends and
family at his home in New Jersey, where people
shared stories and memories along with many of
Rob's favorite foods from around the world. His
brother wrote, “Like all of us, he began his life with
only the love of his family. He finished his life with
friends around the world, with their love for him and
his deep love for each of them.” Rob is survived by
his brother Donald, his sister Linda, and their
families.

Rob was an important presence on the KCC-JEE
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board for his belief in international educational
exchange, his deep commitment to student learning,
and for his genial, kind spirited leadership on the
Board. He was also a friend whom we miss. The Rob
Mason Fund has been established to support the
programs that were closest to his heart.
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