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<BZEBN>
Thank you

YAk =R bV RESHRE A

I'm very glad that I was able to come to Kobe
College. My experience here has been filled with
kind people, beautiful places, and amazing
memories. When I first came here, I was afraid that
I wouldn't be able to make any friends. My Japanese
ability was really low and I also felt shy, in part
because I had never been to Japan and didn't know
what I would experience. Also, I am the first student
from Sam Houston State University to come to Kobe
College as an exchange student, so I didn't have
anyone who could tell me what to expect. I'm so
happy to say that in my short time here, I've met so
many friendly people; both regular KC students and
my fellow exchange students. I was lucky to work in
English Zone and meet so many girls who are
interested in speaking English and learning about
other cultures. Through working there, I was able to
hear so many of Japan's unique charms that I think I
otherwise never would have learned about. With the
KC students designated to be my “Buddies”, I visited
many of Kansai's famous places, like Osaka Castle
and the Kobe Luminarie. I also discovered many
local places, like the Takarazuka Revue, which was
amazing to see. Through all of these happy
memories, I will always look back on my time at
Kobe College with gratefulness. A4 12 1) 5% 9
TEVETY
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FINOYS T
Nathaniel CARNEY

Broadly speaking, I am
interested in the many
factors that
learners’ development of

influence
second/foreign languages
abilities. My current research
has been focused in two main
language
comprehension

areas:  second

listening
processes (ie, L2 listening comprehension) and
second language vocabulary development (e, L2
vocabulary development). Researching listening
processes presents unique challenges—Ilistening
processes occur invisibly, and characteristics of the
listener, the speaker, the context, and other factors
must be all considered in analyzing listening
comprehension outcomes. My research on L2
listening aims to elucidate learners’ L2 listening
processes through discussing details of what
learners’ hear and why they hear it when
attempting to comprehend spoken discourse in the
second language. In this way, my research is a
bridge between detailed psycholinguistic research
about speech perception and general, test-related
L2 listening comprehension research conducted by
applied linguists. Aside from L2 listening, my other
current research has focused on how second
language learners use and acquire vocabulary. I
have investigated how and why learners choose to
use certain words and phrases in written and
spoken discourse, and I have examined ways to
enable students to better understand the frequency
and usefulness of vocabulary that they are studying
in the second language. Being a researcher of second
language acquisition has provided enduring
excitement and always encourages me as a second
language learner and teacher. I enjoy being in a field
in which the knowledge I gain through research is

immediately applicable to pedagogical goals.
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