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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established

in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non- profit

organization by a group of Christian
philanthoropists. Its original purpose was to
provide financial support for the relocation of the
Kobe College campus from Kobe to Nishinomiya.
Ever since, KCC has been a strong supporter of the
school, both materially and spiritually, creating
opportunities for cross-cultural educational
experiences for students and teachers. In 2004, the
organization added “Japan Education Exchange” to
its original name as its activities expanded beyond
support for the school. Kobe College has benefited
greatly from the generous support of KCC-JEE for

many years.]

Visit to Kobe College, September 2014

KCC-JEE, VP for Programs
Roberta Wollons

In September I was invited to Kyoto from the
18-27 for a conference and symposium at Kyoto
University. I was working with graduate students
in the department of Contemporary Civilizations
and presented a paper at a symposium, “Global
Social and Cultural Encounters: Why Culture
Matters.”

Before the conference, on September 22, I had a
wonderful day visiting Kobe College where I saw
the campus after a long time away, and met up with
old friends. I had forgotten about the long hot walk
from the train station and up
the hill!

T arrived at 1:30 in the
afternoon and went directly to
the Chancellor’ Meeting room
where I greeted Yuriko
Kurose-Takenaka, my dear

friend from my days teaching

THR(ERBRTFEAERZANICT (20145 - )

at Doshisha University. Her husband, Masao
Takenaka, was in the Divinity School and the
American Studies department when I first started
teaching there in 1991. He wrote a biography of
Charlotte DeForest. Yuriko-san is a wonderful
photographer and whose photographs are used in
the gorgeous annual Kobe College calendar.

Then I had an informal
meeting with KC Chancellor
Dr. Mori, President Dr. Ii, and
Prof. Mizoguchii, who is the
College Vice President, and
Prof. Kobayashi, the Chair of
the Department of
Psychological and Behavioral bk
Sciences and the next
department for the Drake Professorship. We had a
good talk about the programs that KCC-JEE and
KC share.

Afterwards, I visited with another old friend, Prof.
Emeritus Masahiro Hamashita. Professor
Hamashita is a professor of aesthetics, especially the
traditions of Japanese and East-Asian aesthetics.
We talked until time ran out about his work even in
retirement and our mutual interests. He is still

deeply engaged in the work
of cross cultural
understanding.
At 5:00, Prof. Mariko
Hayashi, Principal of Kobe
College Junior and Senior
High School, picked me up for
a tour of the High School,
PSR

especially the new wing. It's

No.173 2015.3.11
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a wonderful building that offers so many
opportunities for students. Their creative work was
evident all through the hallways and on the walls.

After our tour, Hayashi-sensei took me to dinner
with the Gottschalk teachers. They are the most
enthusiastic and energetic group of teachers! They
clearly love the students and the work they are
doing to uphold the KC'’s national reputation for
excellence in English language instruction. We
went to a lovely Chinese restaurant and talked and
ate for hours! I was so glad to have the chance to
get to know them and hear their enthusiasm for the
students and the campus.

Finally, I was hoping to

also meet up with Prof.

Velma Grover, who was just

finishing up her year as the

Drake Professor. She
HO—r 7 — e couldn't join us for dinner, so

I met her after dinner for a
short visit at the train station. Prof. Grover joined
the Faculty of Human Sciences in October 2013.
She is a specialist in water management and
environmental sustainability, with fifteen years of
work experience in international development with
United Nations University, UNESCO, the Economic
Research Forum, the government of Egypt, and
various additional non-governmental organizations.
She had a great deal of experience to bring to her
students.

We had a good visit and Velma shared how much
she had enjoyed teaching at Kobe College and
working with the students. She will miss Japan as
she heads back home to Canada.

With that, my very busy day at Kobe College
came to an end. I was so happy to visit with old
friends, see the changes on the KC campus, and have
a chance to meet our Gottschalk teachers and Drake
professor. It was a wonderful day and made me feel
re-connected with the campus and the importance of
the KC - KCC-JEE relationship. Thanks to Atsuko
Ide and Shoko Hasegawa, Chancellor’'s Office.

No.173 2015.3.11

Special thanks to Dr. Mori who took time from his
busy schedule to visit with me, and who gave up his

conference room for many hours of the afternoon!
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