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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established
in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non-profit
organization by a group of Christian philanthropists.
Its original purpose was to provide financial support
for the relocation of the Kobe College campus from
Kobe to Okadayama. Ever since, KCC has been a
strong supporter of the school, both materially and
spiritually, creating opportunities for cross-cultural
educational experiences for students and teachers.
In 2004, the organization added “Japan Education
Exchange” to its original name as its activities
expanded beyond support for the school. Kobe
College has benefited greatly from the generous
support of KCC-JEE for many years.]

“Celebration of Oliver Hadley Statler,
Friend of KC and KCC-JEE”
KCC-JEE Board of Directors
Jeanne Sokolowski

Kobe College Corporation—
Japan Education Exchange
(KCC-JEE) held its Annual
Meeting in Chicago on
September 21%, 2013 at the
Union League Club. This
year's program focused on
Japan scholar Oliver Hadley
Statler (1915-2002) and his
relationship with Kobe College and KCC-JEE.

Oliver Hadley Statler was born in 1915 in Huntley,
IL. He attended the University of Chicago, receiving
a BA in 1936. Statler then worked in the University’s
Business department until 1941, when he was
drafted into the Army.

As the war ended, Statler requested a transfer to
Japan, but was discharged. Undeterred, he took a
civil service position with the Occupation Army and
worked in Yokohama until 1954, after which he
remained to research and write.

Statler quickly became very interested in the new
art movement called sosaku hanga. He became
friends with many of the artists, such as Koshiro
Onchi, and frequently functioned as an art broker,
selling prints to American art collectors. His first
publication was the non-fiction book Modern
Japanese Prints: An Art Reborn (1956).

Statler donated over a thousand of his Japanese

prints to the Art Institute
of Chicago. These prints
are not on permanent
display, but, through a
special arrangement with
Associate  Curator  of
Japanese Art, Dr. Janice
Katz, KCC-JEE board
members and  special
guests were able to view
pieces from the Statler collection on Friday,
September 20",

Statler’s fiction career began when he visited the
Minaguchi-ya, a traditional inn located on the old
Tokaido road that had been in the hands of the same
family for 18 generations. Statler became friendly
with them and wrote Japanese Inn (1961). Statler
continued writing fiction, publishing Black Ship
Scrolls in 1963 and Shimoda Story in 1969 before
returning to the US.

In the early 1970s, Statler was active with the
Japan America Society of Chicago, through which
he met KCC hoard members David and Margaret
Larson. Statler served on the KCC board from 1974~
1977, just after returning from a Guggenheim
fellowship year in Japan (1973) to study the Shikoku
pilgrimage. In 1977, Statler moved to Hawaii to
teach in the Department of Asian Studies at the
University of Hawaii in Manoa.

But Statler hoped to return to Japan to continue
his research on the Japanese pilgrimage. When
Kobe College president Michio Okamoto wrote to
Dave Larson, then president of KCC, to inquire
about hosting a lecturer, Statler’s name came up. He
was able to teach at Kobe College in the
Intercultural Studies and English departments in
1980-1981, supported by the Megumi Fund.

In areport to the KCC board, Statler noted that he
had a very warm welcome at KC. He advocated
increasing the support for English language
instruction for all students, recommended a
language laboratory, and suggested expanding the
library.

During his tenure at KC, Statler appeared on
NHK to talk about his research on the Shikoku
pilgrimage. With Matsuyama filmmaker Ueda
Masakazu, he produced the 30 minute documentary
“The Pilgrimage to the Eighty-Eight Sacred Places
of Shikoku” (Ueda Film) in 1983, the same year as
the publication of his book Japanese Pilgrimage. The
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film was screened at the KCC-JEE Annual Meeting
this year.

During the 80s, Statler began work on another
book, a novel about Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine, but
did not complete it. He died on February 14, 2002.
His ashes were scattered off the coast of Waikiki.
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<FhOWFE>
Research Statement

Shawn BANASICK

My main research focus
remains on the U.S. military
base issues in Okinawa, and
their effect on U. S. -Japan
relations. Specifically I am
continuing my research into

the spatial metaphors used in

security discourses associated
with the U.S. military base controversies. The goal
of this research is to understand the links between
national, regional, and local-level security discourses
in the context of the rapidly changing East Asian
security situation. I hope to visit Nago city again this
year to investigate local reactions to the Japanese
government’'s plans to push ahead with the
redevelopment of the Henoko area as part of the
agreement to close the U.S. Marine Corps base in
Futenma.

In connection with this research I became
interested in methodological issues, and as a result I
have integrated Q methodology into my recent
work. Q methodology is a relatively unknown
technique, but one which offers considerable
benefits for researchers interested in understanding
people’s attitudes and opinions in regards to a
specific topic. Unlike a traditional survey, which
provides separate, isolated pieces of information, a Q
methodology-based research project can provide a
holistic  understanding of the respondents’
perspectives on a research topic. I am currently
developing a software program for Apple’s iPad
tablet that would help to overcome some of the
difficulties associated with Q methodology and make

it easier to use in the field.
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