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KCC-JEE #%E Angie Gasper

I am coming up to my 15th year as a board
member for Kobe College Corporation-Japan
Education Exchange. My involvement with
KCC-JEE, however, dates back even before that.
My interest in the college and the organization
started with Julia Dudley, one of the co-founders
(along with Eliza Talcott) of Kobe College who is
also my great-great-great aunt.

In 1993, I made my first journey to Japan to visit
my sister who was teaching in Osaka. Much like
Julia Dudley did, I fell in love with Japan. On that
trip, along with visits to onsens, castles, museums
and endless strolls, I have a memory that now seems
quite comical.

My father casually mentioned one day that he
thought his ancestor, a missionary from Illinois,
‘may’ have started ‘some’ college in Kobe. So on a
day trip, we wandered around Kobe, looking for the
college. Needless to say, we did not find the lovely
Kobe College that day.

Fast forward to three years later, I was on a plane
to Japan to start a new adventure. I worked in the
small town of Usui-machi as an English Teacher
and loved every second of my time there. When I am
on my deathbed and I see my life flash before me in
images, I'm certain one will be of me zipping

through the rice paddies on my scooter with the
majestic herons taking flight, while elementary
students chase me yelling, “Hello, Angela-Sensei!”
Pure bliss!

During my time in Kyushu, I learned that Douglas
Kinsey, my dad’s first cousin and his wife Marjoie,
had taught at Kobe College. They contacted me
when they found out I was living in Japan. This was
after the earthquake and there was a ceremony at
Nishinomiya dedicating a new building named in
honor of Julia Dudley which had been destroyed in
the earthquake. They asked if I would like to attend
the ribbon cutting ceremony. I happily agreed.

It was on that special day that I was introduced to
Kobe College, Dr. Takenaka and members of a
KCC-JEE delegation led by Pat Gottschalk and
including current KCC-JEE president, Roberta
Wollons. I had a memorable day learning about Julia
Dudley and visiting the gorgeous campus; I was so
honored to be a part of that visit.

Fast forward 13 years later and my dad’s other
cousin and I decided to drive across the United
States in what we called a “Genealogy Drive” on our
way to Maine where I grew up and was getting
married that summer. We stopped in many places
and took photographs, scoured records in archives,
and visited graveyards in search of information
about our ancestors.

While in Illinois, I stopped in unannounced at
Rockford College, where Julia Dudley had attended
and without an appointment, managed to find an
employee who I'd met years ago when I'd visited the
KC campus. He was able to get us into the archives
and I found some information about Julia Dudley
there. He then asked if I would be interested in
serving on the KCC-JEE board. The rest is history!

I am forever grateful for my time with KCC-JEE
and the people I have met over the years from KC
and KCHS. I wonder what Julia Dudley would think
of the fact that the school she put her heart and soul
into, was thriving well over 100 years later and that
one of her descendents was connected to it!

In 2015 I had the opportunity to take my two
young children to visit Japan and Kobe College
where we toured the campus and had lunch with the
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President Mori. We even got to take a photograph
with Julia Dudley’s desk that had finally made its
way back to its rightful place. While my young kids
didn't appreciate it at the time, I am sure they will
when they are older, and appreciate the fact that we
are related to Julia Dudley, such an impressive
woman, who along with her partner Ms. Talcott,

were pioneers in womens' education in Japan.
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