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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established
in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non-profit
organization by a group of Christian philanthropists.
Its original purpose was to provide financial support
for the relocation of the Kobe College campus from
Kobe to Nishinomiya. Ever since, KCC has been a
strong supporter of the school, both materially and
spiritually, creating opportunities for cross-cultural

educational experiences for students and teachers.
In 2004, the organization added “Japan Education
Exchange” to its original name as its activities
expanded beyond support for the school. Kobe
College has benefited greatly from the generous
support of KCC-JEE for many years.]

Thirty years and counting...

Chair, Graduate Fellowship Committee
KCC-JEE
Cindi Sturtz Sreetharan

Thirty years ago (1987), I

was in high school (a junior-

AR 2 4FEA) . At that time, |

lived in a very small town in

Idaho (Twin Falls, Idaho to

be exact). I remember that

in my house, we had a red

rotary phone; I vividly recall

these details because one day

that red phone rang. And, when I answered it, the
person who had called informed that I had been
selected to be a Rotary exchange student to Osaka,
Japan. I was very excited. With that one phone call,
on that red phone, my life was altered dramatically.
I spent one year in Toyonaka-shi, attending a
public high school. T wore the typical uniform, went
to HLALHbIE on 155 6k1T (where we picked apples
and milked a cow — not so different from my life in
Idaho!), and joined two clubs (jido and volleyball).
I studied Japanese by attending school every day
and living with a host family, as well as taking
private language lessons. And, of course, by
spending time with friends, I learned typical high
school student style Japanese — the kind spoken by
Osaka school students. Yes, I learned Osaka dialect.
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One day, I was walking home from school with two
of my closest friends and we were chatting. I don't
recall what we were chatting about but I do recall
the street we were walking down — the black
pavement, the uncovered drains on both sides, the
walls of the houses we passed; and, in our chatting,
one of my friends suddenly stopped and said:
“Cindi! You can't talk like that. You sound like a
boy.” And in that moment, (unbeknownst to me at
the time), my research topic was born.

These two incidences — attending high school in
Japan for one year and being told I talked like a boy
— dramatically influenced my current situation. In
1995, I started a PhD program in Anthropology (A
%) my dissertation research was funded by
Kobe College Corporation. It was through the KCC
(JEE) Graduate Fellowship program that I spent
over a year on the campus of Kobe College (1998-
2000), studying under the expert guidance of
Professor Hamashita, now retired. 1 was able to
return to Kobe College in 2006 with funding from
the Japanese government, again under the expert
guidance of Professor Hamashita. Today, I am a
faculty member of the Anthropology Department in
Arizona (Arizona State University). My research
questions target the way in which language is a
resource for people in the creation of their identities;
I am interested in this question across all peoples
and languages but use Japanese as my point of
entry. Recently, I have begun to turn my attention
to language, food, and body size. I am particularly
interested in what it means to have a large or small
body; and, I am interested in what it means to have a
young or old body. Here in Arizona, I am working
with people over the age of 65, asking questions
about how they describe and talk about their bodies
(with regard to body size and age). I will be coming
to Japan in summer (2017) to talk with Japanese
people of all ages about the food that they eat, how
food is related to health, and how food affects body
size. If you are interested in telling me your ideas or
stories, please let me know.

I will forever be grateful for being allowed to
come and study in Japan thirty years ago; and, I am
incredibly grateful that I was introduced to Kobe
College through KCC (JEE) approximately twenty
years ago.
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I'm interested in how

words enrapture attention.

What has unified my work in

areas of textuality and

performance across themes

is this concern for formations

of attention. Hence

performance studies and

theatre studies are major fields of my research.

These are fields in which we must observe how
audiences contribute to the reception of a work.

Central to my research is Irish writer Samuel

Beckett. Constituted of live theatre plays, radio

plays, novels, and poems, Beckett's oeuvre must be

understood in terms of its multimedial nature. An

essay of mine forthcoming in Modern Drama

entitled “Samuel Beckett's Hypnotic Theatre”

addresses how this writer, through innovations in

playwriting, sought to transform the theatre into a

hypnotically immersive space. Such recent work

thereby suggests that innovations in text can

transform how audiences pay attention.
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