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* Bryant Drake Guest Professor. Internship
Program. 22070455 ALIZDWNWT. #HY%
(Dr. Cindi SturtzSreetharan, ;8 &%) »5
DERBEZLUTICERLETY.

Summary:

The Bryant Drake Guest Professor, formerly
named the Bryant and Alberta Drake Guest
Professor at Kobe College, is an endowed chair at
Kobe College which was established in 1982 in honor
of Rev. Bryant Drake. Rev. Drake was a member of
the Kobe College Corporation Board of Directors in
1948 and served as President from 1954-1970. He
was actively engaged in higher education as a
one-time college president. He also served as an
administrator for the United Church of Christ. In
1961, Rev Drake was awarded the Fourth Order of
the Sacred Treasure by the Japanese Government
for his services on behalf of education in Japan.

Today, the Bryant Drake Guest Professor position
consists of a visiting guest professor for one year at
Kobe College. The position is filled every other year.
Thus, in 2018-2019 Dr. Vanessa Ward was chosen as
the BDGP in the Faculty of Intercultural Studies at
Kobe College. The next BDGP will begin his/her
appointment in October of 2020. The receiving
faculty roates among the various Faculties at Kobe
College according to their needs and desires.

Schedule of recruitment and/ or program process
Typically we learn which Faculty will be
receiving the BDGP in the early summer of the year

prior to the BDGP being in place at Kobe College. So,
in the case of Dr. Ward, we learned in May of 2017
that the Faculty of Intercultural Studies would be
the receiving Faculty of the 2018 BDGP.

In August of the recruitment year, the KCC-JEE
BDGP Committee drafts a job description based on
the needs and desires of the receiving Faculty at KC.
This draft advertisement goes back and forth until it
is finalized. Ideally, we would like to begin
advertisement in mid-October, but we can start
later as necessary based on the timing of the final
documents.

The BDGP position is advertised in various higher
education recruitment venues that are most
appropriate for the disciplinary training requested.
Thus, it varies over the years where we advertise.
But, in addition to advertisement in typical higher
education venues, we also spread the word through
personal and professional connections. As with
many things, this often proves fruitful.

We wusually allow up to 2 months for
advertisement at which point the KCC-JEE BDGP
Committee will begin to review applications. A top
5-7 applicants are selected for phone (or Skype/
Zoom) interviews. From these top 5-7 we narrow it
down to 2-3 candidates. We interview these
candidates in person as much as possible. In the case
of Dr. Ward, she was located in New Zealand and
thus an in person interview was not possible. In that
year (2017 recruitment), all candidates save for one,
were outside of the US making in person interviews
impossible due to budgetary constraints. In this
case, we held 75-90 minute Skype interviews with
video.

After interviewing the 2-3 top candidates, we
draft a document which describes the advantages
and disadvantages of each candidate. This document
is sent to the receiving Faculty at Kobe College who
makes the ultimate decision about which of the
finalists to hire. We then reach out to the top
candidate and put them in touch, directly, with the
Kobe College Faculty who do final negotiations and
details.

BDGP typically arriving in Japan in late
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September or early October, in time for the second

semester.

How many applications do we receive?

The number of applications seems to vary greatly
depending on the kind of disciplinary training that is
desired by Kobe College receiving faculty. For the
2017 recruitment in the Faculty of Intercultural
Studies we had upwards of 80 applicants (f my
memory is correct). The prior instance, recruitment
in 2015, the receiving faculty was the Faculty of
Human Sciences. They sought a person who was an
expert in child play psychology or child play
therapy. The applicant pool was much smaller.
Despite the smaller applicant pool, the applicants we
did interview were highly qualified.

Like other places, the situation of academic life is
changing. It is becoming increasingly difficult for
faculty to leave their home institutions for an entire
year without suffering a loss of time to service and
salary, among other benefits. Thus, when the BDGP
was first started, it was far more common for senior
faculty to take a visiting position in a foreign country
and do teaching and research. These days it is
becoming more and more difficult to do this kind of
thing.

What is the most important point when you
decide the candidates?

The most important aspect of a candidate, for us
on the BDGP committee, is finding someone who is
excited to be in Japan and teaching young Japanese
women. We also look for candidates who have
experience with international students at their
home institution. This helps us understand the
willingness of a person to engage in negotiating
cultural differences, language differences, and
coursework goal differences. It is important that the
BDGP not be too pre-occupied with his/her own
research agenda but be eager to engage and
collaborate with students and faculty at Kobe
College.
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Relationship with past BDGP and KCC-JEE
We have typically had past BDGP on the
KCC-JEE Board of Directors. Marjorie Kinsey for
example and Rob Mason are two past examples.
Marjorie still helps greatly with the BDGP
Committee work. She has been a BDGP twice in the
past. Currently we do not have an active past BDGP
as a member of KCC-JEE. We are working on
changing this. We find that past BDGP have a strong
connection to Kobe College and tend to enjoy
working with KCC-JEE to make sure that future
BDGP are top candidates.
Cindi SturtzSreetharan

Bryant Drake Guest Professor 704 7 L
(BDGP /754 7>k - RL—UFEHIR)
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BDGP Z£H4%: Cindi SturtzSreetharan

AVE8=20y7 7RI 40

In the year 2000, several Kobe College professors
visited the United States by the invitation of
KCC-JEE to observe the programs of a few
women's colleges. One of the ideas both parties
discussed was the programs that sponsored
students for internship abroad. At that time, no
other colleges in Japan offered such a program. The
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KC delegates and KCC-JEE board members
developed the Four Week KC-KCC International
Internship Program, co-sponsored by KCC-JEE and
the English Department of KC, later moved to
Career Center of Kobe College.

For the first several years, participation was
limited to students who planned to pursue careers in
education. It has since expanded to include students
from other disciplines, and has been moved from
February to August to be accommodated as many
students as possible who has higher aptitude in
English.

The Internship Committee screens and selects
appropriate sites, and works with them on creating
internship positions for KC students. At the moment
internship sites are JST of America and the Chicago
Japan America Society, but the committee is looking
forward to resuming internships at Anderson
Japanese Gardens and Daikin Industries of America.
The site coordinators are responsible for finding
volunteer host families for the students (volunteer
hosts are invariably more invested in their guests
than paid host families) and facilitating that
relationship. Host families offer KC students a
glimpse of America family life and culture, and
many have forged close friendship in the process.
Site coordinators also host the interns for their first
couple of days in the States to get them acclimated
before they go to their host families, and they check
in with the students periodically during the entire
four weeks.

My husband and I through the Internship
Committee always find joy in serving KC and its
students and helping them experience the culture of
the US through work and family, and also watch the
students gain confidence in themselves.

Kay Sugiura

20004F 12 KCC-JEE D3E % T e K- DH
TFDT A1) T ORFRFREIER R & o 72470
%ﬁ LEVO—212, AT I L FRERFD

—— SR, FAELBICEENEOITL
ERTEDLPEVH)FEOTINEY BTS00
KC-KCC International Internship T L 725
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<ZAHZRERE>
The exchange experience
TH T g R

I am honored and pleased to write this message to
everyone. Today, as I write this message I am
probably back in my country, the Philippines. I want
to bid farewell to everyone who became a part of my
exchange program here in Kobe College. I just want
to start off by saying how thankful I am for having
this opportunity. I came in Japan last April, 3,066
kilometers from home, my family and friends and
basically my old life. No words could express how
grateful and blessed I am to have had this
opportunity to study abroad even if it is just for four
months. Doing this exchange program definitely
made me a confident young adult. It provided me
the opportunity to get to know people in a new
community and develop wonderful relationships. As
I return back home, I would say that I am already a
different person. By different I meant being more
mature. I have gained so much independence and I
have a whole different understanding of what
another culture is like. Most importantly, I have
learned that people maybe different the world over,
but they are just the same too. Given that, I want to
thank all the people who added value to my
exchange experience. Thank you also for my loving
parents who supported me all the way and for
making all of this possible. Without you, I won't be
able to enjoy and have a successful completion of
this opportunity. Thank you Kobe College. Your
sweet memories will forever remain in my heart.

This is definitely not goodbye. It's see you again.
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