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1) Gottschalk Teacher of English Recruitment

The recruitment period starts at the beginning of
June when the announcement of the Gottschalk
Teacher position openings, the recruitment
calendar, and the application instructions are posted
on the KCC-JEE website. It concludes at the end of
August when the full application package of the
finalists for the position(s), including the
recruitment committee members’ reports of the
interviews with these finalists, are sent to Kobe
College.

The recruitment announcement is posted on
various relevant job posting websites such as Dave's
ESL Café and GoAbroad. com, as well as by
connecting with eighty or so educational institutions,
organizations and individuals. Keeping the job
posting contact list that we work from up-to-date is
a struggle at times as the recruitment in the cyber
world seems to expand and evolve rather quickly.
We are fortunate to have Kanae Takenaka, our
wonderful and tech-savvy Office Administrator
handling much of the posting work. The application
filing period ends in mid-July.

In 2018, 36 qualified applicants had submitted the
required application documents by the July 14th
deadline date. Based on the examination of these
documents, the recruitment committee chose 13
applicants to advance to be interviewed by
telephone during the following two weeks.

It is during this time period also that we contact

the three reference sources of each applicant’'s
choosing. The referees responses and the phone
interview results provide added insight as we
prepare to further narrow the field down to the
finalist group in early August. The selected finalists
are invited to travel to Chicago in late August for
in-person interviews with the recruitment
committee. The size of the finalist group varies
depending on the number of the positions to be filled,
and the quality of the applicants. In 2018, we
selected 5 finalists for 2 position openings.

As for what the most important point was in
determining last year’s selection, I must say “fit” is
the word that describes the quality that we always
look for in those who aspire to be Gottschalk
teachers. This is in addition to the finalist's
demonstrated skill level as ESL teachers, of course.
The qualities that would make one a good “fit” for
KCHS include respect and appreciation of the rich
and unique tradition of the English education at
KCHS, and the blend of independence and
collegiality in one’s actions.

Once Kobe College makes the hiring decision and
extends a job offer, KCC-JEE has minimal direct
contacts with the future Gottschalk teachers for the
most part. We do enjoy close working relationships
with KC Chancellor’s office, and with KCHS English
Department Head, Inagaki-sensei, allowing us to be
aware of and involved in the Gottschalk teachers’
lives on Okadayama.

Our biggest fear every recruitment cycle is that
we would fail to attract enough highly qualified
applicants for us to select from. We have been quite
fortunate for the last few years. The overall
number of applications received in 2018 was
somewhat lower than the previous year. We were
happy to have some excellent applicants, however.
We will continue to work on developing contacts to
get the word out to new Gottschalk teacher

prospects. (Fumiyo Young)
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2) KCC-JEE Graduate Fellowship

The KCC Japan Education Exchange Graduate
Fellowship Program was established in 1996 to
support qualified PhD graduate students for
research or study in Japan. The purpose of the
fellowship is to support future American educators
who will teach more effectively about Japan. One
fellowship of $30,000 is awarded. Applicants may
request to carry out their studies at Kobe College
(Kobe Jogakuin) for the award year, if selected.
There have been two Fellows who have carried out
their research at Kobe College: Cindi Sturtz
Sreetharan (in 1998) and Vera Hanaoka (2018-
2019). We anticipate more in the future.

To date, we have funded 17 Graduate Fellows;
this year, we will provide funding to the 18" Fellow.
Of the 17 funded Fellows, over 75% of them have
been awarded their PhDs within 2 years of
completing their funding year. All have gone on to
hold academic positions at universities in the US,
UK, and Japan. We are very proud of our Graduate
Fellows and our ability to support the engaging
research that they do. They are among the future
educators of global citizens.

Each year we advertise the Fellowship in January
with a deadline of submission around March 15 (or
the closest Monday to that date). Sometimes we
extend the deadline as necessary. We announce the
award to the selected Fellow around the end of
April and try to receive a signed contract by May 10
at the latest. Since the Fellowship began, we have a
yearly average of 8 applicants. We advertise in
various venues: Email list-servs; Facebook Groups;
fellowship or funding email list-serves; personal
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emails to programs in the US that award degrees to
people working on Japanese related topics, and so
on.

The Fellowship committee individually reads
each application and ranks them. The committee is
comprised of current or emerti faculty of various US
universities who have experience with KCC-JEE
and contemporary scholarship on Japan. After
ranking the applications individually, we meet
(virtually) as a committee and discuss our rankings.
Ultimately, we choose the top candidates and put
them into a ranked order (1%, 2™ 3" etc.) so that
should the person in the number 1 position decline
the offer, we can immediately move onto the next
person.

As for what the most important point is in
determining selections, it is not just one point. Itis a
combination of qualities that we seek: is their
proposal interesting and clearly communicated; do
they have the necessary language skills to carry out
the proposed research; what kind of commitment do
they have (in the future and now) for advancing the
education of women; and so on.

This is a small sample of the past fellows projects
and research topics:

2018-2019: Ms. Vera Hanaoka is researching
the ways that Japanese language learners
develop an “identity” when speaking Japanese.
2017-2018: Dr. Vivian Shaw worked on the
increased hate-speech that is occurring in
Japan; she worked specifically around the
post-3/11 context of discrimination among
people who had been near to radiation; but she
is also interested in racial discrimination that is
on the increase (in terms of public displays of
racism). She is also interested in social
movements in general.
2001-2002: Pamela  Winfield, =~KCC-JEE
Graduate Fellow in 2001-2002, conducted
research in the field of religious studies. She is
currently an Associate Professor at Elon
University; in 2013 published a book with
Oxford University Press entitled Icons and
Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism : Kukai and
Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment.

Unfortunately, I don't have data for the
relationship between the past fellows and KCC-
JEE/KC after their term. But I (Cindi) was a past
Fellow and continue to be very close to both KC and
serve as a board member on KCC-JEE. Marnie
Jorenby was also a Fellow (although she declined
the award) and continues to have a relationship
with KC and KCC-JEE.

Those of us on the KCC-JEE Graduate Fellowship
Committee believe strongly in the Fellowship
Program. Funding for PhD research is increasingly
thin and unpredictable. In addition, we know that
doing research about Japan is not enough; we need
students who have spent time experiencing Japan in
real time—something that archival research does
not provide. (Cindi Sturtz-Sreetharan)
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Flute Outreach Project

Flute Orchestras are very popular the world over
and Japan is no exception having a rich tradition of
them. I remember with fondness as a child attending
a concert of the renowned “Tokyo Flute Ensemble”
when they came to Sydney, Australia in the 80's.

Ensemble playing is extremely important as it
requires the player communicate ideas with music
which is the main skill that students will bring to the
workplace when they graduate. For this reason I
place a high emphasis on ensemble playing and
chamber music.

Since starting at Kobe College I have held a
weekly flute ensemble class which has now
expanded and includes an extra curricula ensemble
called the “Kobe College Flute Family” (KCFF)
comprising of past and present students of K.C.

The “KCFF" held their debut concert on the 3rd
of October at the Koto Hall in Nishinomiya to great
success.

In the weekly University flute ensemble class we
rehearse ensemble playing techniques and
repertoire culminating in presenting a piece at the
Annual Kobe College “Summer Concert” as well as
various outreach projects.

One such outreach project took place at the #)
W 72 A 7k — )V lobby on the 23rd of January and
comprised a flute quartet.

The students prepared a concert of popular flute
quartet music and took turns in introducing and
explaining the pieces to the audience.

The audience was very receptive and
encouraging and their reaction really inspired the
students who in turn gave a very fine performance.

This outreach program was an invaluable
experience for the students as they gained first hand

experience on how to program, promote and

rehearse for a concert outside of the university.

A big “Bravo” to the 4 students for not only their
exceptional performance but for the way they so
professionally represented Kobe College.

(TR #dZ  Xavier LUCK)
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<ZBANBZERE>
Since Coming to Japan

R ) ¥ 7 7 ) = K IRH

Since coming to Kobe College, I have been able to
gain a multitude of experiences and meet many
people. While I know my time here is short-lived, it
has taught me a lot. If I am able to move to Japan in
the future, I will definitely have a better grasp on the
way of life in Japan compared to if I had not studied
here. My teachers were so supportive, and I was
able to meet a few people who I hope will become
life-long friends. Everyone who I have been able to
interact with has taught me something about Japan,
Japanese culture and way of life, or about Japanese
people.

Also, I was able to study in Kansai—the region in
Japan I was most interested in. I wanted to learn
about the dialect and the humor because of some
friends I have from Osaka. I also wanted to explore
more of Kansai. By doing so, I experienced what I
think are some of the coolest place in Japan, such as
Kyoto and Nara.

Since coming to Japan, I have been able to further
decipher what I want out of life, besides to be happy.
I was able to work on a manga translation project
and enjoyed it so much that I plan to pursue
translation in graduate school and in my career. I
also fell in love with Kobe and Okinawa and realized
I would like to one day live in Kobe or Okinawa, or in
a place like one of them.

Kobe College and friends,
TA K I VT RFEE F A

I came to Japan to expand my horizons, by
learning about the Japanese mindset and their
culture, and try learning the language along the
way. The new experience would be both fun and
enjoyable, but it would also be a helpful addition
towards my degree back in the America.

It has been a new experience for me; however, I
had many people helping me along the way! The
IPC staff at Kobe College not only helped make it a
smooth transition getting into Kobe College, but
have also been helpful throughout my stay. The
dorm mother was very nice and has made dorm life
easier. My teachers have been very helpful in
introducing the business and international views of
Japan, as well as, the culture, general mindset and
language of Japan. All of which were very helpful
subjects. I was able to make some nice friends with
my buddies, the other international students, and
the E-Zone staff, they were all very helpful and fun
to hangout with. I was able to try many cuisines and
see many neat places, the Japanese castles and
palaces being my favorite. I experienced a very nice
New Year, with a great host family. I pounded
mochi, tried some beautifully arranged osechi ryori,
and was able to thoroughly enjoy a New Years
Bunraku with them.

Kobe College is a very beautiful campus and have
some very kind and considerate staff and students. I
was able to make some nice friends and I hope to
stay in contact with them. Thank you Kobe College
for giving me the opportunity to make new friends
and experience Japan. I will be able to take this new
experience and knowledge with me throughout my
continued classes and everyday life in America.

Thank you and God Bless!
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