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[Kobe College Corporation (KCC) was established
in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, as a non-profit

organization by a group of Christian philanthropists.
Its original purpose was to provide financial support
for the relocation of the Kobe College campus from
Kobe to Nishinomiya. Ever since, KCC has been a
strong supporter of the school, both materially and
spiritually, creating opportunities for cross-cultural
educational experiences for students and teachers.
In 2004, the organization added “Japan Education
Exchange” to its original name as its activities
expanded beyond support for the school. Kobe
College has benefited greatly from the generous
support of KCC-JEE for many years.]

OUR INTERN HOSTING EXPERIENCE

KCC-JEE, VP for Finance-Treasurer
Ken Tornheim

The first
attended as a newly elected

meeting I

Board member of Kobe
College  Corporation-Japan
Education Exchange (KCC-
JEE) was KCC-JEE’s
Annual Meeting in
September 2012. At the
Annual Meeting I had the
pleasure of meeting Dr. & Mrs. Koichi Mori and the

2 or 3 Kobe College interns that were just finishing
their internships in Chicago and Minneapolis before
heading back to Japan. I was enlightened to hear
the stories from the interns regarding their
internship experience and their experience of
staying in the United States the past 4 weeks. I
thought how wonderful an opportunity for a 20 year
old college student from Japan to receive both an
educational experience to intern with a U.S. based
business and the cross cultural experience of staying
in the home of a U.S. person.

Our intern hosting experience began when my
wife Naoko and I were assigned to be a host family

for the first two weeks of the intern’s 4 week stay
this past August. On Sunday August 19, we met
Yuki Ohta. Upon Yuki's arrival, I spent time talking
to her about my day to day life, and Naoko spent
time as well talking to Yuki what it was like for her
to start a life and raise a family in the U.S. after
spending nearly the first 30 years of her life in Japan.
Yuki seemed very interested in talking to us and
asked a lot of questions. She was very willing to
spend as much time with us as possible and speak
English with me. With Chicago being such an
ethnically diverse and culturally rich city, known for
its museums, arts, sports and restaurants, we had
many things we could introduce Yuki to. We were
able to introduce Yuki and let her experience some
of the great things about Chicago which included
attending a Chicago Cubs baseball game at historic
Wrigley Field, attending an evening concert at
Ravinia Music Festival, visiting Rockford Japanese
Gardens and trying food such as Chicago deep dish
pizza, a Chicago style hot dog and several ethnically
diverse restaurants (Mexican, Greek, Chinese, Thai,
etc.). We were also able to have Yuki meet and
enjoy some traditional Jewish foods with my
parents, sister and other family members. The two
weeks with Yuki went by very fast before she
moved on to her next host family.

We feel that Yuki is now part of our family and we
hope to stay in touch with her and hear about all the
great things she can accomplish in life. We also had
the opportunity to meet the two other interns Sara
and Tsubasa. With Sara also staying in Chicago for
her internship, we got to know her as well, and
Tsubasa a little bit when she came to Chicago after
finishing her internship in Minneapolis. Kobe
College was very well represented by these
students.

Being a host family was a very enjoyable
experience for us. We are big supporters of the
Kobe College internship program. We commend
Mr. & Mrs. Go Sugiura for their efforts in Chicago,
Mr. Takuzo Ishida for his efforts in Minneapolis and
to the participating companies and other host
families, past and present, who make this internship
program as great as it is.
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It is a truly remarkable experience — this is how I
will sum up my whole trip as an exchange student in
Kobe College. Being an exchange student to a
country where I cannot barely understand the
people made me appreciate a lot of things about life.
It has lead me to things that I have never been done
before and surprisingly it turned out more than I
expected. This opportunity lead me to meet
different people and we share experiences. I truly
enjoyed every single class especially the tutorial for
exchange student because I get to discover new
things that would help me grow as a person. Aside
from the classes, we also had the chance to explore
the city and it was truly amazing. Japan for me felt
like a home away from home. As I go back to my
hometown, the Philippines, I carry all my new
learnings and experiences that I could share to my
family and friends. This made me learn new things
about myself as well and I am truly thankful and
grateful to be given a chance to become one of the
students to represent not only our school but also
our country as well. Kobe College already has a
place in my heart and I cannot wait to go back, it is a
completely great experience that you would not

regret.
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