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[Kobe College Corporation-Japan Education

Exchange (KCC-JEE) is a non-profit organization
established in 1920 in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. Since
the establishment, KCC-JEE has been in
partnership with Kobe College to create cross-
cultural educational experiences for students and
teachers in Japan and in the US.]

Storing History

Marjorie Kinsey
KCC-JEE Vice President

Five years ago when the KCC-JEE office moved
from downtown Chicago to suburban Northbrook,
Illinois, eighty-five years of correspondence,
financial records, photographs and memorabilia
relocated with it. Some forty awkward boxes, three
feet long and stuffed with file folders, were moved
into a temporary home in a labyrinthine empty
office down the corridor from the KCC office. Here
the documents were to be organized so that they
could be digitalized and eventually archived for
public access.

Happy optimists, eager to catalog and save the
history of KCC, board members began the sorting
process in 2008, sure it would not take a year, even
with the sporadic volunteer labor available. By
March of 2012, aware that the office must move
elsewhere in Northbrook this summer, half a dozen
board members arrived early for the March board
meeting, ready to finish up the task. The forty boxes
had already been compacted to about twenty
through work such as discarding obvious duplicates.
However sorting the rest of these treasures has
proved a formidable if fascinating task.

As the dedicated crew sat on the carpet of the
empty offices, pouring over files, wonderful stories
flew out of the opened boxes. As one KCHS alumna
read through notes with careful advice from “Chica,”
she wondered out loud “Who's Chica?” The answer
came immediately from a smiling Reiko Mrozik,
“She’s my mother.” And so stories were heard about
Chica Nagatani, long time Chicago resident and
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stalwart of the board for many years. Those March
days were far too short so a group of four reformed
in April for four days of concentrated categorization.
They came from Indiana, Michigan and New York,
hosted once more by the warmly hospitable
Sugiuras. Piles of faded carbon copies could be
discarded as long as the original were there. But
then each category of material had to be sorted and
organized in a way appropriate to itself. The work
stayed lively because of the stories that kept
emerging about the work of KCC. For instance,
there had been exchanges far different from the
high school exchanges we have seen recently. There
were the young women, recent college graduates,
who traveled as exchange students from America to
KC in the late 1930's. Just a few files but filled with
letters, memoirs, and stories of what these women
subsequently did. There were the Nisel students
who were able to leave the WWII internment camps
in the western United States and continue their
university education because of their sponsorship by
KCC. Even financial notes told stories. In 1952
Tamio Kato, still fairly new in his long service to KC,
visited a Congregational church in Elgin, Illinois.
The social action committee of the church was
moved to send regular contributions to KCC for a
number of years.

Alas the crew had to leave Northbrook with the
task unfinished. However twenty boxes had become
fifteen. Why does it take so long? The hope is to
store history, not to eliminate storage. Kobe College
and Kobe College Corporation have a long friendship
spanning 92 years which has reverberated in both
education and intercultural  understanding.
Hopefully working slowly will preserve all the clues
to this long history and rich friendship.
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