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On behalf of the staff and students of the women’s
study group at W.C.C,, India, I would like to thank the
staff and students of the A.W.I. at Kobe College, Japan,
for inviting me to spend the last six months with them as
an exchange student. [ have enjoyed evry single moment
of my stay and have gained a wealth of information not
only about the Japanese people and their culture but also,
about myself. I have found the staff and students of this
study goup diligent and with purpose and would like at
this point to wish them all the very best in everything
they undertake. I can assure you friends that we at
W.C.C. we always be with you in spirit and I hope that
we shall keep in touch so that, we may exchange informa-
tion and ideas with each other. Here's to all of you at
Kobe College.

Christine H. S. A. Marley
Student of W.C.C,, India
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WOMEN AND THEIR IMAGES:
A Congratulatory Message

Catherine Broderick

Freud is not the only one who has wondered “What do
women want?” Women's Studies, while disagreeing with
most of Freud's views on women, has re-echoed and, in-
deed, tried to emphasize this particular question because
it seems that “What do men want of women?” has for too
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long had more power over women'’s actions.

This power is reflected in the recent “Japan boom” in
Europe and North America which has focused on the
“second-class-citizen” status of Japanese women. The title
of Jane Condon's recent book, reviewed in Time maga-
zine, A Half Step Behind: Japanese Women of the '80s, re-
flects the general mood of reportage echoed in a recent
Wall Street Journal article on Japanese women who have
difficulty refitting into a culture repressive to them.

What do Japanese women think of their image abroad
these days? It is heartening to see that Japanese women
of vision, aided by men of good will, are beginning to
look at themselves seriously, to take the study of women
seriously. It is heartening to see a Women'’s Studies Insti-
tute in a Japanese women's college working actively to
expand thls vision and increase this good will. The
\;igorous activity of the Kobe College Institute for
Women’s Studies can be part of an awakening to aware-
ness of the Japanese woman to who she has been, who
she is and who she can be.

The Institute can begin working toward these goals in
several ways. By being a force for re-education it could
be an effective means of opening the doors and windows
of information about women as positive, active, equal,
and respected members of society. How about a substan-
tial and prestigious prize for the best essay on women by
an undergraduate student each year?

By being aware of women in society the Institute could
lead the campus in monitoring the images of women that
publicly issue from it. How are women portrayed in the
PR campaigns of the college? The recent publicity pam-
phlet, Kobe College 1987, is a case in point: why are
Japanese women so conspicuously absent from any pic-
tures showing women in positions of authority, lead-
ership, or scholarship? Why isn’t the lnstitute part of the
pamphlet? How are women shown in the questions on the
Entrance Exams--as traditionally helpless or conspi-
cuously absent, or as participating members of society?

By being a database the Institute's book, journal and
video holdings could be integrated into the library as
part of the card catalog with a notation indicating where
they are to be found. Students could thus be made aware
of the resources open to them. As a fertile garden for the
study and development of women who will enrich society
in their turn, The Kobe College institute for Women's

Studies is a real step forward in women'’s education!
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“Stop me!”
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