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(The Diaspora of Tsuda Umeko and her Family)
In 1974, when I was a student at the University of the
Philippines, I met a Japanese man who later became my
husband.

Tsuda Umeko and became fascinated with how a family

I came to know that he is a direct descendant of
changes through historical periods. My lecture in
Takarazuka was my an attempt to discuss the cycle of
modernization, conflict and change of four generations of
our family, based on an on-going research that I have done
in Tokyo, California, Pennsylvania and Boston.

Tsuda Umeko is a well-known historical figure. What is
not known are the struggles of her family members,
particularly the women, as their Western education and
Christian upbringing clashed with the conservative
Japanese society that treated women very lowly, and with
the fact that they belonged to the upper-class, with blood
ties to the Imperial Family. Using pictures from family
albums kept in Tokyo, the lecture focused on the lives of
the Tsuda family in Japan from the Edo to the Meiji
Period, to the formation of the Japanese-American
community in the United States and how it was caught
between in these two countries during World War II.

I ended the lecture with the comment that like the other
women in the Tsuda family, I bring with me a new set of
modernization, conflict and change as I struggle to raise
my four children to balance an appreciation of the cultures
of the Third World, Japan, and the United States.
(Associate Professor of Department of English

: Global Studies)
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