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Life is Opportunity!
Margaret Kim

In the movie Tin Cup (1996), one of the main
characters tells a riddle about a father and son being in a
When the son gets taken to the hospital
and put in the operating room, the surgeon takes one
look at him, steps back and says, “I can’t operate on this
boy. This is my son!” The character in the movie asks
how that could be possible if the father was also in the

car accident.

accident. It seems silly, but just 10 years ago, people
had difficulty answering this question because the idea
of a woman (the boy’s mother) being a surgeon was
hard to fathom.

In 1950, futurologists could see men working on the
moon but not think of their wives working outside of the
home. They believed this despite the fact that the first
man-made satellite wasn’t even sent into space until
1959 (Sputnik).
have changed in only 50 years.

Thinking back to the time of my grandmother, when
she was young, women were not expected to go to
college, but rather to marry, and then take care of their
families. When my mother was 18, it was acceptable
for women to go to college, but rarely were they
expected to work upon graduation. Because there were
few opportunities for them, they often married and
started families. As for my generation, it was natural
that women went to college and furthermore, there were

It is hard to believe how much things

a number of professional opportunities awaiting them
upon graduation (lucky me!).

For the current generation, things are even better.
Women are not only expected to go to college, but upon
graduation, the opportunities awaiting them are far more
numerous than they were in my day (which wasn’t
THAT long ago...). From my perspective, I can see how
opportunities for women have improved with every
generation.

Women of previous generations dreamt for the oppor-
tunities that are now readily available. As today’s
women naturally pursue their passions and become
surgeons, engineers, lawyers, or professionals in any
other field that interests them, the riddle that I began
this article with becomes more and more, a remnant of a
bygone era. As a final message to young women of
today, remember that life is filled with opportunity: take
advantage of it!
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“Women at the Fringe of Japanese Society: A
Documentation and Oral History of Migrant
‘Women (and Men), Families and Children”
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