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From My Window in Rome
Yolanda Alfaro Tsuda

I was born in the Philippines and raised as a
Christian. Although I have lived longer in different
countries, this background is very important when
making decisions and choices. For example, I chose to
live in the mountains of northern Osaka because it is
the birthplace of Takayama Ukon, a powerful daimyo
who became a Christian in the 15% century. He was
exiled to the Philippines together with 300 followers
and family members and for this he is recognized as
the first Japanese political and religious refugee by
Japan's United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR).

I have worked with Christian NGOs in different
countries particularly those that deal with women mi-
grants and children. For this reason, I was invited to
join a Japan delegation to the Vatican in June 2007
and stayed in a seminary in a working class district in
Rome. From my window, I saw about 7 or 8 young
women standing every night on the street wearing
scanty clothes. Then some cars stopped in front of
them then they rode in and took off to somewhere.

Minutes later, the same cars returned and dropped
them on the same spot. On Friday and Saturday
nights, the number increased to include some young
men. I learned that they come from poor European
countries, Africa, Latin America and even China and
trafficked to rich EU countries as sex workers and as
cheap laborers; about 10% are children.

When [ worked on trafficking issues for the United
Nations, I learned that this problem exists in all coun-
tries, rich or poor. Therefore, I should not have been
shocked by what I saw from my window in Rome.
Yet every time that I come face to face with this prob-
lem, I get mad at God and ask him/her why violence
and degradation exist especially against women and
children. The answer that comes back to me is that
such situations were created not by God but by hu-
man beings. Thus we have the ability and capacity to
solve them.

Let us look for the solutions to all inhumane
situations. In doing so, life and living will have a much
fuller meaning for each one of us wherever we may
be.
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